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THINKING
THEOLOGICALLY

Quite probably you have asked one of the
following questions, “Where is God in this situation?,”
or “What is God saying to me/us in this circum-
stance?” or “Is God active in all the evil in the world?”
When we ask these and other questions about God’s
presence and purpose, and we ponder the bigger
picture in any circumstance in life, we are thinking
theologically. By virtue of being Christians who are
responding to God'’s gift of faith, we respond theologically. Further, to be a
Christian is to be a theologian. There are no exceptions.

Theology is a Latin word that means, “to think, discuss, ponder the
things of God. Thinking about God is an act of faith. Faith is once a gift from

mans. When we think about God, or thinking theologically, we seek to find
meaning in our existence and to discover God’s purpose and message in
I the events of life.

What makes Christian theology distinct from other ponderings about
God is that it is rooted in God’s primary revelation to humankind: the Bible.
Yes, the Bible is perhaps the greatest and only complete book of theology.
The Bible is inspired, meaning that it is God-breathed, and it is living, which
# means that the truths and purposes are always active and relevant for any
event, activity, and experience.
$ In addition to the Bible as a chief source of Christian theology, Chris-
tian worship is another primary source of Christian theology. During worship
we pray ancient prayers, and we respond with timeless creeds and affirma-
tions of our shared Christian heritage. The hymns are also a rich source of
deep Christian theology. When we sing, we engage in recalling he promis-
es and faithfulness of God who knows us and who cares deeply for each of
us. Also, the liturgy of the font and the table recall God’s mighty acts of sal-
vation in the water, the bread, and in the wine that we share.

Whenever you wonder where God is in the circumstance you are
facing, whether it seems tragic or overwhelming, remember these words of

May the presence and promises of God fill your thoughts with under-
standing and trust.

Blessings,
Charles




Sunday Morning Schedule
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Combined Worship
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From Brenda Randolph and Family, “ “My family finds
healing in God’s tender embrace and knowing others
remembered and cared. | deeply appreciate all of your
emails, cards of sympathy and acts of kindness dis-
played during our time of sorrow. Thank you for keeping
us in your thoughts and prayers. Brenda B. Randolph
and Family”

From Jimmy Gore, “I sincerely appreciate the replacing
of the former pastors’ pictures on the wall in the Educa-
tion Building. Our past is very important because it has
led us to where we are today. Thank you”

!
The Family of Brenda Randolph in her recent loss.
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The October meeting is Tuesday, October 18 at 7:00pm
in the Fellowship Classroom. All women in the church
are invited to attend.
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Fall Festival October 9th in the gym following the worship

service. Soup, chili and sandwich lunch, games, face
painting and lots of old fashioned fall fun.
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Yah Yah'’s Luncheon in the FLC on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 12, at noon. Please bring a covered dish to share.
All are invited to come.

October 2 (16 ™ Sunday after Pentecost)
Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46
Message: “The Rejected Stone”

October 9 (17 ™ Sunday after Pentecost)
Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14
Message: “Uninvited Guests”

October 16 (18 " Sunday after Pentecost)
Laity Sunday
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22

October 23 (19 " Sunday after Pentecost)
Scripture: Matthew 22:34-46
Message: “The Great Commandment”

October 30 (20 " Sunday after Pentecost)
Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12
Message: “Internals and Externals”

Are you or someone you know interested in being part of
a church volleyball league? Call Terri Keller at 744-3076
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Emmaus “Hallelujah Gathering” at Cameron Campgrounds
on Saturday, October 22, from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.
There will be food, fun and music. The meat will be fur-
nished, but bring a covered side dish to share.

Come and enjoy your library! You are always
welcome!  We have a wonderful selection of Christian
books and DVDs for your entire family, including sections
devoted to Children, Youth, Fiction, Christian Living, Mar-
riage, Parenting, Women, Men, Devaotionals, Prayer, Bible
Study, Reference, etc. To see a list of the books currently
in our library, please visit our online catalog at Library Thing
at http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Cokesbury.

The library is in need of new Christian books and
DVDs to update our collection. Please consider donating
money for the purchase of new books and material for our
library. If you would like to make a monetary donation,
please make your check payable to Cokesbury UMC, mark
“library” in the memo line, and drop it in the offering plate.
All gifts are very much appreciated!

Also, if you would like to donate gently used Chris-
tian books or DVDs to the library, please drop them off in
the ‘Donation’ basket in the library. The library only ac-
cepts Christian material and can no longer accept cas-
sette tapes or VHS tapes.

The Cokesbury Library is open on Sunday mornings
and during regular church office hours (Monday through
Thursday 8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m).



